comment articles and to send requests to authors and editors. Nowadays academic knowledge is often not easily accessible; most of the leading journals require a subscription fee to access contents. Universities, institutions or individual researchers have often to deal with the substantial cost of knowledge in the form of fees to publishers, not only to be able to read contents, but in some cases even to have one's research reviewed and published. Publish or perish, they say, but how? A recent on line petition "The Cost of Knowledge", signed by more than 15.000 researchers, is discussing the way knowledge is produced and disseminate in academia. Some illegal actions -like Sci-Hub, the first pirate website in the world to provide mass and public access to tens of millions of research papers -are standing against commercial enterprises. We promote a different approach to academic knowledge. We want a journal different from most of the leading journals that are currently available. Knowledge is a common good, in the same way public space in cities is a common good. As a project, The Journal of Public Space was born as a collaboration between the nonprofit cultural association 'City Space Architecture', based in Bologna, Italy . After two years of brainstorming, discussion and planning, The Journal of Public Space commences now its journey, paying tribute to the international conference that has fostered its conception. The partnership with UN Habitat, the United Nations Agency for Cities and Human Settlements is a promising wish that the journal will be able to attract attention and interest not only of the academic environment but also of global institutions involved in the process of create, transform and manage public space all around the world. The Journal is committed to foster international collaboration and knowledge transfer from academia into industry and society and to facilitate better practice in the design and management of public spaces through access to knowledge and international exempla. In this first issue, the variety and richness of public space is discussed presenting some of the papers initially presented in 2014, revised, on a double blind peer review process, and expanded to suit the broad audience the journal aims to reach. We present in this first issue a selection of five overviews that leading academics in the field of architecture have kindly provided in order to start rendering the complexities of
